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On March 12, the Agence France-Presse reported that a "secret pact" to end the war by the nation's
three most important political parties was leaked to the press. The document was reportedly signed
Feb. 26 by Nationalist Republican Alliance (ARENA) president Armando Calderon Sol, Christian
Democrat Party (PDC) leader Fidel Chavez Mena, and Democratic Convergence (CD) coalition
leader Ruben Zamora. Zamora denied signing any such pact, and Chavez Mena refused comment.
AFP cited an unidentified Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN) official in Mexico
as saying that the secret pact contents were authentic, but that the identity of the signatories was
questionable. The FMLN source said that regardless of content and signatories, the rebels would
never agree to unilateral demobilization. Highlights of the "secret pact" are summarized below.
* Gradual purge of the armed forces directed by a commission of five influential Salvadorans to
be advised by three military officers whose democratic preferences are well- known. * Cease-fire
to enter into effect when the FMLN renounces the armed struggle, and commits to disarmament.
* Dismantlement of the National Intelligence Directorate within three months of the cease-fire.
* Immediate elimination of elite army units. Personnel would be discharged or transferred. *
Troop strength reduction to be determined by the defense minister "in accordance with the new
framework of democracy and peace spanning three phases: the end of armed conflict, FMLN
demobilization and, finally, a society at peace." * Dismantlement of all paramilitary groups, and
public security forces (currently linked to the military). * Establishment of a new civilian police force
"totally separate from the armed forces." * Creation of a special commission to investigate crimes
that have not yet been subject to prosecution procedures, and for which responsible persons have
not been identified. (Basic data from AFP, EFE, 03/12/91)
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